
 
 
 
 
 
Compassionate Intervention Expert Group Backgrounder 

The Compassionate Intervention Expert Group (CIEG) brings together 11 renowned world-class 
experts in addiction medicine, psychiatry, law, public policy, Indigenous health, recovery science 
and evaluation from leading institutions across Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom. 

The CIEG includes: 

Dr. Amelia Arria, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Behavioral and Community Health, the 
Director of the Center on Young Adult Health and Development and Associate Dean for Strategic 
Initiatives at the University of Maryland School of Public Health.  

Her work in the field of addiction treatment spans more than two decades starting with work in the 
Maryland state health department to analyze how drug treatment attendance predicted 
employment and criminal justice outcomes. Most recently, she has been involved in studies of 
adolescent drug treatment approaches in Alberta. She is passionate about translating science for 
parents, community-based organizations, educational professionals, clinicians and policy makers.  

Dr. Anees Bahji, Psychiatrist & PhD in Psychiatric Epidemiology; Cumming School of Medicine, 
University of Calgary 

Dr. Bahji is an addiction psychiatrist and psychiatric epidemiologist. His work focuses on the 
epidemiology and treatment of substance use disorders. 

Hon. Michael Bryant, E.C.O., is the former Attorney General of Ontario, Canada (2003-2007), 
Minister of Indigenous Affairs, and Minister of Economic Development, having served a decade in 
the Ontario Legislative Assembly.  

Michael currently serves as Counsel at Fogler Rubinoff LLP. Canadian Law magazine named him 
“Top 20 Most Influential” in Canadian justice sector. At King’s College, London, he was a Lecturer 
in Law and later served as Adjunct or Visiting Professor at the University of Toronto, and Osgoode 
Hall.  

Dr. Amanda Butler, PhD., Assistant Professor, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University 

Dr. Butler specializes in improving outcomes for justice-involved people with mental health and 
substance use disorders, focusing on drug policy, care pathways, diversion, and correctional 
programming. She was commissioned by the BC Attorney General in 2022 to investigate repeat 
offending and random stranger violence.  

Dr. David Eddie, PhD., Associate Director of Clinical Translational Recovery Science; Assistant 
Professor, Massachusetts General Hospital Recovery Research Institute and Center for Addiction 
Medicine; Harvard University 



Dr. Eddie’s research focuses on psychological and psychophysiological mechanisms underlying 
addiction and translating these insights into innovative treatments for substance use disorders. He 
leads multiple projects funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse.  

Dr. Holly Graham, RN, BA, BScN, MN, PhD. R. D. Psychologist is a member of the Thunderchild 
First Nation, SK.  

She is a Professor in the Department of Psychiatry, College of Medicine, at the University of 
Saskatchewan, SK, Canada. Holly has worked as a Registered Nurse (RN) in northern communities 
and various other health care environments for decades. She also maintains active practice as a 
Registered Doctoral Psychologist, working primarily with individuals who have experienced trauma 
and symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Holly’s research is strength-based with a 
focus on First Nation and Métis health and wellness. Her Indigenous Research Chair in Nursing 
(CIHR) titled, wahkohtowin, is focused on mentorship and reconciliation. Her Canadian 
Foundation for Innovation (CFI) research space was created with the intention of advancing 
reconciliation, mentoring, and supporting health care providers to be miyo maskihkêwiyiniwak 
(Good Medicine People). 

Dr. Emily Henessey, PhD., Associate Director; Assistant Professor, Recovery Research Institute; 
Harvard University 

Dr. Hennessey’s research focuses on health behaviour change among adolescents, with a primary 
emphasis on substance use disorder prevention, treatment and recovery. She is an author on the 
science and theory of recovery capital and serves as the Associate Methods Editor for the 
Campbell Collaboration’s International Coordinating Group.  

Dr. Joanne Neale DPhil., Professor of Addictions Qualitative Research, King’s College London 

Dr. Neale’s research spans qualitative methods, homelessness and substance use, recovery-
oriented interventions, and app-based tools for addiction care. She is a Qualitative Editor for the 
journal Addiction. She also served on the editorial board of the International Journal of Drug Policy, 
and co-founded the Addiction Service User Group.  

Dr. John Marsden, Professor of Addiction Psychology; Department Head – Addictions, Institute of 
Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience; King’s College London 

Dr. Marsden’s research focuses on the study of behavioural and pharmacological therapies for 
substance use disorders. He was a member of the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs from 
2005-2009, and a founding member of the Independent Scientific Committee on Drugs. He is the 
Senior Scientific Advisor for the Office on Health Inequalities and Disparities (English Department 
of Health and Social Care), and he is a clinical academic consultant for the Centre for the Clinical 
Trials Network (US National Institute on Drug Abuse). He is also the Editor-in-Chief for the scientific 
journal, Addiction. 



Dr. David Ross MD, PhD, Professor, Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry – Psychiatry Department, 
University of Alberta 

As Co-Founder and Executive Director of the National Neuroscience Curriculum Initiative, Dr. Ross 
engages with clinicians, patients, and families to improve mental health outcomes. His novel 
teaching materials are now in use in more than 200 training programs internationally.  

Dr. Daniel Vigo, British Columbia’s Chief Scientific Advisor, University of British Columbia 

Dr. Vigo leads global and provincial initiatives in psychiatric epidemiology, e-mental health, and 
systems planning, including work with the World Health Organization’s World Mental Health 
Surveys.  

 


